
 

                OCEAN SHORES PUBLIC SCHOOL 
Term 1 Week 3 – Tuesday 13th February 

 
Ocean Shores Public School – 166 Shara Boulevarde Ocean Shores 2483 

Phone: (02) 6680 2766   Fax: (02) 6680 2764 
Principal – Mr Martin Gill 

Email – oceanshore-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
Website – www.oceanshore-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

OPERATION DOLPHIN:  
I am Responsible. I walk quickly to the right place. 

IMPORTANT!  
Transition into 2018 
I would like to thank the staff and stage supervisors for their thoughtful organisation of transition into new classes. I 
have received mixed feedback from parents about our effectiveness with some concerns about communication, 
composite classes and uncertainty of classes and teachers raised. This was also a discussion point at last night’s P&C 
meeting so I would like to provide some clarity. 
 
During the first two weeks of school our aim was to provide all students with a rich experience of building relationships 
with peers, teachers and support staff. They were given opportunities to engage in mini units of work with several 
teachers and school learning support officers, complete assessment tasks and learn about routines and expectations. 
During this time teachers were observing interactions and learning needs, then meeting regularly in stage teams to plan 
and to draft class lists. They were taking into consideration class dynamics, relationships and learning needs. A huge 
amount of thought and care has gone into getting our classes ‘right’. 
 
You may recall this was in contrast to the commencement of 2017 when we rushed classes to commence Day One, with 
teachers spending countless hours organising teaching and learning programs then connecting with their students. 
When the year started we had significant changes in numbers across grades which necessitated a complete change in 
class structures in the first few weeks. This was unsettling for many families, distressing for some students who had 
formed strong relationships with staff and peers, and frustrating for teachers who had put significant energy into 
planning and organisation. We as a school decided to avoid this. 
 
Staffing in NSW public schools is allocated as follows: Kindergarten 1:20, Year One 1:22, Year Two 1:24 and  Years Three 
to Six 1:30. Unfortunately, year groups rarely fall neatly into the above multiples (and even when they do a full 
kindergarten class is only two-thirds of a Year Three to Six class). Therefore we need to consider multi-grade or 
‘composite’ classes. The following link to a Centre for Education and Statistics and Evaluation (CESE) document provides 
additional information on composite classes and a breakdown of the number of students in composite classes in NSW 
public schools. It may be of interest. (Click on the URL link) 
 
https://data.cese.nsw.gov.au/data/dataset/multi-age-or-composite-classes-in-nsw-government-
schools/resource/94c63b57-a758-4f74-934b-cb9222388deb 
 
Once we have determined the need for composite classes and the number of students in each, we are then able to 
allocate students to classes. We are mindful of social groupings, learning styles, relationships with staff, academic needs 
and class dynamics. We intentionally group some students together and ensure others are separated. These classes are 
not streamed according to ability and it is important this is relayed to students. This year we have been able to maintain 
stage-based composite classes. Even in single grade classes there is a huge range of interest and ability and teachers 
tailor learning to the needs of all students by providing learning at their level – especially in literacy and numeracy-
based activities. Literacy and maths groups within classes provide opportunities for children to engage with learning at 
their point of need. Research consistently shows it is the quality of the teacher which has the biggest impact on student 
performance – not the composition of classes. Our stages are working closely to align teaching and learning programs 
and to continue to ensure engaging, meaningful and quality learning opportunities for our students. 
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P&C 
Last night we had an excellent turn-out to the first P&C meeting for the year. We welcomed several new and many 
returning members and I look forward to a productive and positive year supporting our wonderful school. 
 
Class Placements 
Classes have now been established, and are as follows: KL (Amelia Lee), KA (Amy Barrett and Abelia Hissink Friday), K/1G 
(Justine Griffin), 1/2D (Elise Daley), 1/2J (Donna Jordan), 1/2L (Melinda Lengyel), 2M (Christine Melkie), 3/4S (Sonia 
Woods), 3/4G (Wayne Gibbons), 3/ 4T (Merryl Toop), 5/6P (Petria Essery), 5/6N (Adam Nicholls), 5/6E (Erin Ensor), 
K/6M (Paula Farrell), K/6G (Libby Gill) and K/6Y (Lee Yabsley). 
If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher or stage supervisor. 
Assistant Principals supervising stages are as follows: Early Stage 1 (Kinder) – Lisa McGivern, Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2) – Mel 
Lengyel, Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4) – Sonia Woods, Stage 3 (Years 5 & 6) – Erin Ensor and the Support Unit – Lee Yabsley. 
 
Traffic Safety 
Families are reminded that we require care and vigilance around roads. To ensure safe practices around roads teachers 
will be covering topics during class time. Attached to today’s newsletter is information for parents and an overview of 
what we cover. Please discuss these with your children and be sure to reinforce these important messages. 
 
Newsletter 
Just a reminder as of the end of Week 4 the newsletter will be distributed on a Friday afternoon. Any advertisements 
and articles must be received by Thursday evening. Look forward to a ‘new look’ Ocean Oracle in the coming weeks. 
 
School Website: Visit www.oceanshore-p.schools.nsw.edu.au  
Email: Send an email to the school’s account requesting to be added to the newsletter distribution list:   
oceanshore-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au      
Schoolstream: Go to the App Store (iPhone/iPad) or Google Play (Android), search for School Stream and download the 
app to your phone. Once the app is installed, type Ocean Shores Public School into search. 
Hardcopies:  Are available for collection from the office if needed. 
 
School Gardening 
Sigge McKinley will be recommencing sessions in the school garden in Week 5. Students in Years 3 to 6 will spend an 
hour a fortnight with Sigge and their teachers planning, planting, budgeting and learning. I thank Sigge for his ongoing 
generosity and for agreeing to work in afternoon sessions on Mondays and Tuesdays 
 
 
Martin Gill (Principal) 
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Thurs 15th Feb – Leaders Induction Assembly  1pm  
 Mon 19th Feb – District Swimming Carnival, Kindergarten 
students commence full days 
Tues 20th Feb – Scripture & Ethics commence 

Thurs 22nd Feb – Swimming Carnival Presentation  1pm 
Fri 23rd Feb – Newsletter available Online 
Mon 26th Feb – School Photo Day, Gardening recommences 
Wed 28th Feb - Parent Connect Evening/Expo 5-6.30pm 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING: 
Congratulations to our students who qualified for the District Swimming at Mullumbimby Pool on Monday. We wish you 
all the best of luck. Please note that due to the prohibitive cost the school will not be taking a bus 
 
Canteen 
Thank you to Sigge, Rachel, Panda and Ingrid and Gezz! For volunteering last Friday. Still need volunteers 
to come and help at canteen on Fridays.. please contact Nadine 0432418130 
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Ocean Shores Public School  

will be actively supporting the upcoming  

Waterlily Community Celebration 

On Sunday, 25 February 2018, 3-6pm at Waterlily Park,  
1 Yamble Dr., Ocean Shores 

For more details: facebook.com/waterlilyplayscape 
 

    
     
GIRL'S and WOMEN'S SOCCER TEAMS OCEAN SHORES!  
 
Registration for Shores United Soccer Club has just opened for 
the 2018 season. 
 
We've listened to your requests for girl's and women's soccer 
teams in Ocean Shores. 
 
We're looking to put together girl's teams; Under 10 , Under 11  
Possibly Under 9's, Under 12's and Under 13's if we have enough 
interest.  
 
We're also creating a women's soccer team.  Ages 15 and up  
All skill levels. All Welcome.  
Lots of fun! � 
 
There will be limited places on teams and spots will fill up fast. 
Get your expressions of interest in early. 
 
Teams will be finalised and registered when we make the team numbers required for each age group.  
Be a part of the new Girl's and Women's Shores United Soccer teams!  
 
Take advantage of the NSW Government Active Kids Voucher for $100 off your child's sports registration 
fees this year.  
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For further details and to put your child's name on the list, 
contact us on: 0403 267 142 
 
Go Shores!! 
 
Teja Claire - Coach Coordinator  
Shores United 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


