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Team Jen! 

One of our long-term teachers in the support 

unit, Jenny Hughes, is currently battling an 

aggressive and incurable brain cancer. In an 

effort to increase awareness of this common 

cancer, Jenny is campaigning to raise money for 

research into brain cancer through the Sydney 

Morning Herald Fun Run. OSPS staff will have a 

team in attendance in February next year, and 

strongly urge all families to give generously – 

either through the front office or the following 

Jenny’s link: https://

coleclassic2019.everydayhero.com/au/team-jen-

raising-money-for-brain-cancer-research . You 

will note that Jenny is currently at the top of 

the leader board with over $6000 raised 

already. 

Parliament will be holding a crazy hat/mufti day 

on the last day of term. Please donate 

generously! 

There is more information on Jenny’s story in 

today’s newsletter. This is a disease that can 

(and does) impact us at any age, and there has 

been little progress in treatment over the last 

30 years. It is inspiring to see the strength and 

passion Jenny continues to display to better the 

outcome for sufferers of brain cancer in 

Australia.  

Presentation Day Assembly 

Congratulations to all our award recipients on 

Thursday’s formal presentation assembly. Many 

students were recognised for effort, 

achievement and citizenship – well done. 

Student behaviour and attention throughout 

the extended assembly was excellent. I would 

like to acknowledge the efforts of all students 

and thank the performers including the 

Indigenous Dancers led by Belle Arnold, choir 

led by Sonia Woods, and senior girls dance led 

by Mel Lengyel. Special thanks to Lisa McGivern 

and Valmay Rutherford for all your work 

ensuring the assembly was successful. 

Billi Festival 

Under Miss Sonia’s leadership our choir will be 

performing at the Billinudgel Festival on the 

weekend. Thank you Miss Sonia, students and 

families for your attendance and presence in 

our local community. Today the Senior Choir 

went on its annual Christmas Tour with Miss 

Sonia, while our Junior Choir visited the Pre-

School with Miss Abelia. 

2019 School Captains 

We had the long awaited announcement of 

school captains and vice-captains for 2019. 

Congratulations to these students: Jacob 

Davidson and Maddison Oliss (captains); and 

Jesse Bravington, Skye Waters, Zeb Davidson 

and Olive Collyer (vice-captains). I am 

confident these six students will continue the 

amazing work of our 2018 captains and vice 

captains Evie Boschma-Wagner, Kai Bar-Giora, 

Lola Kennard, Nicolas Bleach, Jaslyn Wilkes and 

Matthew Gray. 

School Reports 

Students should receive their yearly progress 

reports next Friday. Parents are encouraged to 

contact teachers if they have any concerns 

about their child’s progress or wellbeing. 

Candy Canes 

As we move towards Christmas, children may 

want to bring gifts in for friends. Please be 

aware that we have a ‘sugar-free’ policy 

supported by P&C in which we promote 

healthy eating. We also have children with a 

range of allergies and diet restrictions. Please 

do not send candy-canes, chocolates or any 

other sweet treats for children to distribute. 

Your support here is essential. 

Martin Gill 

Principal 
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Coming Up! 

Sat 8 Dec 

 Billi Christmas Festival 

Mon 10 Dec 

 Year 6 Farewell 

Wed 12 Dec 

 Drama presentation by Mullum 

High School 9:15am 

Thur 13 Dec 

 Stage 2 parents celebration 

afternoon 2:15pm - 3:15pm 

 Year 6 Boys Sleep Over 

Fri 14 Dec 

 Boys and Girls Group 

 Reports sent home 

Mon 17 Dec 

 Talent Quest 

Tue 18 Dec 

 End of year excursions 

Wed 19 Dec 

 Last day of term for students 

 Crazy hair/mufti day 

 

Payments Due 

Payments can be made via our 

school website. 

 K – 2 Epic Skating $25 

 Year 3/4 Murwillumbah Pool $12 

 Year 5 Aqua Park $31 

 Year 6 Wet N Wild $36 

 Yr 6 Boys Sleep Over $10 

Operation Dolphin - Week 9 

I am Inspiring. I celebrate my 

achievements and the achievements 

of others. 

https://coleclassic2019.everydayhero.com/au/team-jen-raising-money-for-brain-cancer-research
https://coleclassic2019.everydayhero.com/au/team-jen-raising-money-for-brain-cancer-research
https://coleclassic2019.everydayhero.com/au/team-jen-raising-money-for-brain-cancer-research


Outside providers and therapy at OSPS in 2019 

Dear Parents, 

We would like to advise parents of students who 

receive therapy support at school that we have 

updated our procedures and policy in line with the 

Department of Education’s Collaboration 

Document. 

We have informed all providers and look forward 

to working with them in 2019. 

 

We have also attached a copy of the document 

onto the school website for you to access. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you 

require further information.  

Debbie Timms - Learning and Support Teacher 

Lee Yabsley – Assistant Principal/R Support  

ABOVE: 2019 school captains with Director Megan Johnson. Left to Right - Zeb, Jesse, Jacob,  

Maddi, Skye, Olive. BELOW: Junior choir visit to the preschool. 

“Congratulations to 

our 2019 school 

captains!” 



Team Jen - raising money for brain cancer research 

About me - Jen 

I'm 58, I live in northern NSW with my husband 

and two sons.  

For many years I have been involved with people 

with disabilities, and most of my working life has 

been spent in education, teaching children with 

special needs. 

I have recently been diagnosed with an aggressive 

brain tumour (GBM grade 4), and am currently 

going through the first stage of treatment to 

hopefully slow down the growth and prolong life.  

I recently became aware of the shocking statistics 

associated with this cancer and poor level of 

funding for brain cancer research.  

I am very keen to raise awareness and money to 

assist with brain cancer research to increase 

survival rates and improve quality of life for 

sufferers of brain cancer.  

Did you know: 

 Brain cancer is the leading cause of cancer death 

 It kills more children in Australia than any other 

disease. 

 It kills more people under 40 than any other 

cancer. 

 It costs more per patient than any other cancer. 

 Survival rates are low and have hardly changed 

in 30 years. 

 It receives the LEAST amount of government 

funding of all cancers, less than 5% of Federal 

government funding!!  

Donate generously and together we can make a 

difference to someone’s life. 

Go Team Jen x 







Community Announcements 

“I have been 

impressed with the 

urgency of doing. 

Knowing is not 

enough: we must 

apply. Being willing is 

not enough: we must 

do.” 

Leonardo da Vinci 

 



Please support the local businesses who support our newsletter 

 


