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Ocean Outlook 

Incredibly, we are entering the last week of 

school for 2019. As such, this will be our last 

newsletter for the year. I thank the staff for 

their tireless work to support our children. We 

are so fortunate to have such a talented, 

enthusiastic and committed teaching and 

support staff.  

End of year events 

What a busy time. Thanks to the efforts of Erin 

Ensor, Valmay Rutherford, Louise Carr, Rob 

Brough, Adam Nicholls, Wayne Gibbons and 

the staff who attended and supported, 

Monday’s Year 6 Farewell at the Country Club 

was a wonderful evening. The students looked 

amazing as they celebrated their successful 

completion of primary school. I wish Year 6 

students and their families all the very best for 

2019 and beyond. Thank you for the support 

and contributions you have made to OSPS 

during your time. 

We have our end of year excursions/

celebrations on Tuesday. Please refer to notes 

for information. These should be a fun way to 

celebrate the year together. 

Crazy Hat/Mufti Day – Wednesday 

19th December (last day of term) 

Don’t forget Parliamentarians are hosting a 

Crazy Hat/Mufti Day on the last day of term. 

All proceeds will go towards raising money to 

sponsor Jenny Hughes’ fundraising for brain 

cancer research and support. Families are 

encouraged to give generously. 

Aboriginal Education 

Thanks to the leadership of Sonia Woods and 

Belinda O’Donnell and the Aboriginal Education 

Team, we have made huge progress in 

Aboriginal Education this year. The Yarning 

Circle has been well utilised, and Louise Carr 

has worked with Year 6 students to create clay 

totem poles which will be installed early in 

2019. The Bundjalung Language and Culture 

lessons for Years 1 to 4 have commenced with 

Hope Woods as our tutor. These will continue 

into 2019 and should be available to all 

students. Local signwriter Bob Richardson 

volunteered his time and expertise to add the 

finishing touches to our Jingi-wallah welcome 

sign. This will be proudly displayed early next 

year also. 

Staffing for 2019 

At this point the classes for 2019 will be staffed 

as follows.  However, this may change 

depending on enrolments. Classes will be 

finalised early next year: 

KB – Lisa Bell (nee McGivern) (AP) 

KT – Tracey James 

1J – Donna Jordan/Kylie Barker 

1G – Justine Griffin 

1/2M – Christine Melkie 

2R – Sue Riches 

2/3D – Elise Daley 
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Coming Up! 

Mon 17 Dec 

 Talent Quest 

Tue 18 Dec 

 End of year excursions 

Wed 19 Dec 

 Last day of term for students 

 Crazy hair/mufti day 

Thur 20 Dec - Tue 29 Jan 

 Summer School Holidays 

Wed 30 Jan 

 Years 1 - 6 commence term 1, 

2019 

 Kinder Best Start program 

Mon 4 Feb 

 Kindergarten commence term 1, 

2019 

Fri 8 Feb 

 Canteen opens for term 1, 2019 

(canteen will not operate first 

Friday back at school) 

 

 

Payments Due 

Payments can be made via our 

school website. 

 K – 2 Epic Skating $25 

 Year 3/4 Murwillumbah Pool $12 

 Year 5 Aqua Park $31 

 Year 6 Wet N Wild $36 

Permission notes on our website. 

Operation Dolphin - Week 10 

I am Inspiring. I show gratitude to 

those who have supported and 

helped me. 

Continued over page 

Farewell and all the best to our year 6 students 



3L – Mel Lengyel 

3/4T – Merryl Toop 

4/5G – Wayne Gibbons 

5P – Petria Essery 

5/6R – Gemma Rawson 

6E – Erin Ensor  

K/6F –Paula Farrell 

K/6G – Libby Gill 

K/6Y – Lee Yabsley,  

CAPA – Sonia Woods 

Library (M-W) – Erica Rologas 

Additional release (F) – Kerrie Seymour 

Learning and Support - Debbie Timms 

Lit/Num Support (.42) and RFF (M-Th) – Belinda 

O’Donnell 

Tech Coordinator/RFF – Julia C (3dpw) 

I wish Adam Nicholls and his family the best of luck 

as they move to the UK in 2019. Adam has made 

an enormous impact in his role as Year 5/6 teacher 

over the past two years. I also wish Amelia Lee and 

her family well with the birth of their child. Amelia 

will be taking leave in 2019. Kelly Huxtable is 

embarking on her teacher exchange in Alberta, 

Canada next year. We wish her well and welcome 

Sue Riches to the Ocean Shores Public School 

team. 

I am in the process of finalising loads for our 

school learning and support officers (SLSOs) most 

of whom will be returning in a permanent, 

temporary or casual capacity next year. Taneka 

Rudnev is finishing up in her SLSO role to pursue 

work further north. I thank Taneka for her 

wonderful work and wish her well in her 

endeavours. I am hoping Taneka will return in a 

casual capacity from time to time. 

Boys Camp Out 

At one of the busiest times of the year Adam 

Nicholls and Wayne Gibbons spent last night in the 

school hall for the traditional Boys’ Camp Out. The 

boys all had a great time (albeit with minimal sleep) 

thanks to the commitment of Mr Nicholls and Mr 

Gibbons. Thanks also to Rob Brough, Tom Naulty 

and Chris Hauritz who came along to support our 

boys celebrate the end of Year 6. 

Kindergarten 2019 

Children who are enrolling in Kindergarten for 

2019 will be completing Best Start Assessments 

between 30th January and 1st February. Please 

contact the school if you have not received a day 

and time for the 30 minute meeting. 

Reports 

Students should have received their reports today 

which provide an overview of progress during 

Semester 2. 

 We have mandatory A-E reporting for all students 

from Year 1-6 in NSW public schools. Please note 

that the majority of students should receive a 'C' 

grade which indicates they are working at the 

expected level for their year of schooling. To 

receive a 'B' means the student is working 

significantly above expectation, while an 'A' is rare 

and indicates achievement over a year above the 

expected level. If your child receives a 'D' it 

indicates there is some work to be done in this 

area while those who receive an 'E' will be 

receiving individualised support. 

 Rather than focus on grades, I strongly urge 

parents to focus discussions on effort and attitude. 

While A-E reporting is a legislative requirement, it 

only paints part of the picture of a child's 

development. It is a guide for academic 

performance but, as we all know, there is much 

more to developing healthy, rounded and informed 

contributors. Please contact your child's teacher if 

you would like to discuss your child's report.  

We also had an administrative error on the Year 1 

and 2 reports. The heading 'Visual Arts' should 

have read 'Creative Arts'. This will be remedied 

and reports will be re-issued next week. I 

apologise for the mix up. 

Holiday Dates 

Wednesday 19th December is the last day for 

students. Vacation Care is available through 

Rainbow Region Kids Care - Contact 02 66217397 

ext 134 

rrkassist@nrcg.org.au 

http://www.nrcg.org.au 

Thursday 20th December is a pupil-free day. 

Teachers are engaged in professional learning 

about ‘visible learning’. 

Tuesday 29th January is Staff Development 

(pupil-free) 

Wednesday 30th January Years 1-6 commence 

Monday  4th February Kindergarten 

commences. 

Martin Gill 

Principal 
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2018 year 6 boys camp out 

School captains and vice captains from 2018 and their 2019 successors 

2018 Dux of the school award 







Community Announcements 



Please support the local businesses who support our newsletter 

 


