
Principal’s Report  

Ocean Shores Public School 

22nd March, 2019 Issue 8, Term 1 

Ocean Outlook 

Yesterday students participated in our 

Harmony and Bullying, No Way! Day and 

raised $272 to go towards the Smith Family. 

It is timely to reflect on what Harmony Day is 

about; understanding, acceptance, inclusion and 

celebration of others. It is recognising that 

there is strength in diversity and that this 

diversity is the cornerstone of our multicultural 

society. While we have similarities, people are 

different and this difference provides immense 

richness to our communities.  We all belong – 

regardless of our background, ethnicity, religion 

and so on. We need understanding, acceptance 

and celebration of the many cultures which 

make up Australia. This is especially important 

in light of events internationally. 

There is a natural link between Harmony Day 

and Bullying No Way! Day.  

We know that bullying is defined as: an ongoing 

and deliberate misuse of power in relationships 

through repeated verbal, physical and/or social 

behaviour that intends to cause physical, social 

and/or psychological harm. https://

bullyingnoway.gov.au 

Bullying may arise for a number of reasons, one 

of which is ignorance. Through seeking greater 

understanding of others and the subsequent 

development of empathy, we can all become 

‘upstanders’ to ensure that bullying in any form, 

is not tolerated or accepted. 

I would urge all parents and carers to maintain 

open and honest discussions with your children 

to ensure that our school and society promote 

inclusion and celebration of difference; to work 

together to ensure that bullying is called out, 

reported and addressed – for the sake of the 

victim of bullying and that of the person 

exhibiting bullying-type behaviours. 

Aboriginal Families ‘Yarn Up’ 

I draw our Aboriginal families and community 

members’ attention to the ‘yarn-up’ scheduled 

for 5.00pm Monday in the yarning circle. This 

will provide the opportunity for input into the 

directions and supports we will be pursuing to 

develop culture for both our Aboriginal and 

non-Aboriginal students, and for our Aboriginal 

Education team to provide an update on 

programs within the school. Sonia Woods will 

make contact with all families and we look 

forward to seeing you! 

Visible Learning 

On Tuesday, members of our Visible Learning 

team will be visiting classrooms to collect data. 

They will be observing students, classrooms 

and asking questions about students’ 

understanding of their learning. There will also 

be surveys and focus groups for students to 

help us identify needs and subsequently plan for 

students. This is very exciting to see such a 

focus on teaching and learning in our school! 

Martin Gill 

Principal 
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Coming Up! 

Mon 25 Mar 

 Book Club orders due online 

 Yarn Up 5-6pm 

Tue 26 Mar 

 Farmers market 5P 

Mon 1 Apr 

 School photographs 

Tue 2 Apr 

 World Autism Awareness Day 

Thur 4 Apr 

 Assembly 12:50pm - 5P, 2G 

and K-6Y 

Fri 5 Apr 

 Superstars Luncheon 

Tue 9 Apr 

 Headlands district netball 

Thur 11 Apr 

 Anzac assembly 12:50pm 

Fri 12 Apr 

 School Fun Run 

 Last day of term 1 

 

Payments Due 

Book Packs  $20 

Payments can be made via 

our school website. 

Operation Dolphin - Week 9 

I am responsible. I walk to and 

from the office quietly. 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au


Bundjalung word of the week 

Yarn Up Next Monday 
Next Monday 25th March from 5pm-6pm, staff mem-

bers and families with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

children will meet in the yarning circle to yarn up 

about a new culture program for our Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait students. 

The gathering aims to provide an opportunity for all 

to speak openly and honestly, ask questions and en-

gage in respectful discussions. Some fun and laughs 

are also guaranteed. Grandparents and Elders most 

welcome too. 

Our school believes knowledge, insights and opinions 

from all family members are vital to the success of 

this culture program. 

Martin Gill, Belinda O’Donnell & Sonia Woods 

Digital citizenship - cyber bullying 
Online bullying can have a devastating impact on 

young people, whose online life is a key part of their 

identity and how they interact socially. 

Cyberbullying behaviour takes many forms, such as 

sending abusive messages, hurtful images or videos, 

nasty online gossip, excluding or humiliating others, 

or creating fake accounts in someone’s name to trick 

or humiliate them. 

On Thursday, as part of the National Day of Action 

Against Bullying, Stage 2 and 3 children participated in 

an online webinar designed to empower them to 

build skills to help them recover from negative online 

experiences. The webinar explored ways for students 

to maximise safety in a digital environment and also 

explore safe up-stander and pro-social behaviours to 

address bullying in online environments. 

For more information on cyberbullying, signs to look 

for and what to do visit the esafety website https://

esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/cyberbullying 

https://esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/cyberbullying
https://esafety.gov.au/parents/big-issues/cyberbullying






Community announcements 



Support the local businesses who support our newsletter 



“People fail to get along because they fear each other; they fear each other be-

cause they don't know each other; they don't know each other because they 

have not communicated with each other.” 

Martin Luther King Jr 

 

Did you know? 

Martin Luther King Jr. inspired the human race to strive for harmony among all 

people. 

Support the local businesses who support our newsletter 


